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local origin. Professor Starr is of opinion that "the true riddles in our 
series are largely original Filipino, while the insoluble riddles, the catches, 
the plays on words, are those where foreign influence is most evident 
(p. 20)." Coarseness and stupidity characterize a considerable number 
of Filipino riddles as they do likewise those of other peoples. The com- 
monest form in which the Filipino riddle is cast is "two well-balanced 
rhyming lines," each line usually containing from five to seven syllables. 
Young people are the chief propagators of riddles among the Filipinos, 
and they "are much in vogue when a young gentleman calls upon his 
sweetheart." With the Tagals and Pampangans "the chief occasion 
for giving bugtong (riddles) is when a little group are watching at night 
beside a corpse." The various Filipino peoples have diverse names for 
riddles: Tagal and Pa.mpanga.n bugtong; Bisaya.n iugtnahanon; Pangasinan 
boniqueio; Ilocan burburtia, etc. The author intends this interesting 
little monograph to be the first number of a series of " Philippine Studies," 
each of which will treat independently of a distinct and separate subject. 

Alexander F. Chamberlain. 

The Stone Age in North America. By Warren K. Moorehead. Boston and 
New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1910. 2 vols. 8° (price $5.00). 

In these volumes the author has attempted to group the various 
objects of stone, bone, shell, copper, etc., and to classify them according 
to his own conceptions; but, unfortunately, much irrelevant matter has 
been included, and the pages are replete with inaccurate, misleading 
statements, rendering the work, for all practical purposes, quite valueless. 

Within the space of a brief review it will not be possible to refer to the 
many paragraphs that challenge criticism, but it will be well to under- 
stand the author's theories upon which the present work is based. On 
page 4, volume I, is found this statement: "It has occurred to me that those 
museum men who collect and study modern material more than the pre- 
historic have not a clear perspective of the past in this country." This 
is the key to the whole work, and as a result of his adherence to this theory 
and failure to "study modern material" he has erred in the identification 
of certain objects. As an example, certain bone implements from a 
"Mandan site in North Dakota" (vol. 11, p. 146 and p. 151), are identified 
as "bone celts . . . hollowed after the manner of Eastern stone gouges." 
Now as a matter of fact these are examples of the bone implements made 
by the Chippewa and other northern tribes at the present time, and 
used by them in removing the flesh from the inner surface of hides, 
during the process of tanning. Many examples are to be seen in museum 
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collections; therefore, contrary to the belief of the author, it appears that 
a knowledge of the arts and customs of the living tribes tends to shed 
light on the manners of their predecessors. 

And again, the author is evidently of the belief that the majority 
of objects of stone, etc., forming the collections in museums possess 
great antiquity as he writes (vol. i, p. 10): "Most of these exhibits are 
of objects in use long before Columbus discovered America." It is 
difficult to understand how such a conclusion could have been reached, 
and the author has evidently lost sight of the fact that for many gener- 
ations subsequent to the year 1492, the Indian remained in his primitive 
condition and fashioned objects of stone, bone, and shell; and moreover 
that scarcely five generations have elapsed since the greater part of 
America was occupied by the native tribes, maintaining their aboriginal 
manners and customs, little influenced by European contact. It will 
thus be seen that in the preparation of this work the author has been 
influenced by the belief that the various objects found on the surface 
near village sites, or in contact with burials, represent the work of tribes 
so ancient that no knowledge of the origin or use of the objects can be 
gained by studying the habits and customs of the living tribes. In 
this connection it would be interesting to know how he would treat 
material from a known historic site. 

The closing chapters (xxxvi-xxxvii) of the second volume are 
devoted to the "conclusions." This section opens with a reference 
to "The Population in Prehistoric Times"; it contains various contra- 
dictory, ambiguous statements, so we pass on to the next section "The 
Stone Age in Historic Times," — a most interesting subject, — but, after 
writing, "It is unfortunate that Coronado, De Soto, Captain Smith, 
Hennepin, Marquette and the Pilgrim Fathers did not give us more detail 
about stone-age times" the author disposes of the subject by quoting a 
few paragraphs from a work on the "Seri Indians living on an island in 
the Gulf of California"! Following this section are a few pages on "The 
Antiquity of Man in America," referring to the work of certain "real 
archeologists" in the Delaware valley. Other sections follow including: 
"Art in ancient times and modern art" and "The Stone-age point of view." 

Following the conclusions is a bibliography which does not, however, 
purport to be complete. 

The work contains some very good illustrations — and many of an 
inferior quality, — but they do not appear to have been selected to show 
the various types of objects; rather, the text seems to have been pre- 
pared to suit the available illustrations. 

D. I. BUSHNELL, Jr. 



